Fatal intratumoral hemorrhage in posterior fossa tumors following ventriculoperitoneal shunt.
We report on two patients with rare major intratumoral hemorrhage following ventriculoperitoneal shunt in posterior fossa tumors. A 28-year-old woman with a midline posterior fossa lesion, whose imaging features suggested a fourth ventricular ependymoma with obstructive hydrocephalus, was subjected to a right ventriculoperitoneal shunt. Her consciousness deteriorated, and she experienced massive intratumoral hemorrhage and later died. An eight-year-old girl presented with raised intracranial pressure and ataxia caused by vermian astrocytoma with obstructive hydrocephalus. She also developed a massive tumor bleed following a ventriculoperitoneal shunt and was subjected to emergency decompression of the tumor with the bleeding. She remained vegetative at discharge and died 18 months later. Intratumoral hemorrhage is a rare but important cause of morbidity and mortality in patients with posterior fossa tumors who undergo ventriculoperitoneal shunt.